When I first received the invitation from jour committee to read a paper before this assembly, I was inclined to reply in the negative, but the more I thought of it the more I thought this subject ought to be pressed in the Society, and the experience of elder members drawn out by discussion. 
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When I first commenced the practic of dentistry, I had very little idea of the causes of decay, and much less of the general diseases of the mouth. I had often heard them spoken of, but gained no knowledge more than that decay was present in nearly every mouth, and the teeth ought to be filled. I was then very sanguine that, if If the dentist has the good of his patient at heart, he had better thin out the teeth for one-half of his city patients, and one-third of those from the country. 
